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3 is Office of Tux Tces—No. 39 Rue de Lafayette. ‘ 
es ‘is on sale in London at No, 449 Strand, W. 
2 Henry F. Gillig & Oo., and at Mr. Stevens, No. 


face. The appropriation bills block the 
>, way. They will be imperfectly considered, 
» * and general legislation will fail of being 


~~ considered at all. To-day being a day when 
-. Ddills may be introduced under ‘‘a call of the 
> States,” there will be another avalanche, 
_ anda debate which may consume the time 
: of an entire sitting is liable to spring up at 


i *  Grand-street and Worth-street, in this City, 


"have awakened a lively discussion among 


business men. Millions of property have 


- The admirable Fire Department of the City 


> has been unable to cope with either of these 
. fires, ite efforts finslly being restricted to 


/\- keeping the flames from spreading far and 


| wide. Reporters of Tux Truxs have gath- 
_ bred the opinions of many experts who are 
4 eonversant with the character of the business 
» uildings of the City; and it will be seen 
that there is a general belief that these so- 


expected, there is a 


have been 
nt between the Indian Bureau 


4 
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Ps 4 4 " eS 
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large losses by the recent fires in 


lature of 1879,” 
we are told by a New-Orleans Democratic 


ment in the hearts of the people,” by order- 


l eorrespondent yesterday. 
Constitution which is now 


to pay the interest on the Statedebt. These 
features are disagreeable to the gentlemen 
who are at present engaged in. plundering 
Louisiana, and it is largely on this account, 
we suspect, that they have been engaged in 
building for themselves. ‘‘ a lasting monu- 
ment” on its ruins. mh 


_—_——— 

That extremely elastic politician, Gen. B. 
F. BuTier, so far from being flattened out 
by his defeat in Massachusetts, rebounds 
with new determination. He announces 
his intention to run for Governor again next 
Autumn, and he is confident that this time 
he “ will make the trip.” The General 
is early in the field ; in fact, he has camped 
among his dead and wounded, and his plan 
of-campaiga is sketched on what was 
thought ‘to be his own political coffin. 


He will. have a newspaper organ to begin 
with, and thus a profession which has suf- 


fered great indignities at the hands of the 
Claimant may at. last be avenged. There 
was danger that Massachusetts politics 
might become dully respectable. With 
assurance of the perpetual candidacy of 
Buruer, the political field in the Bay State 
will be lively for years to come. 

— Se Se een Ae 


LIGHT FROM LOUISIANA. 

The letter of our special correspondent 
with the Teller committee in Louisiana 
gives some of the facts which have already 
been gathered there. He does not, of 
course, seek to anticipate the judgment of 
the committee based on complete testi- 
mony and covering a wide field. “But he 
sets forth in a succinct, fashion the conclu- 
sions which he has himself derived from 
the testimony already taken from both par- 
ties in regatd to matters in three parishes 
or counties. It will be seen that the question 
of the mght of free suffrage in this ease 
takes an entirely new form. The problem 
to be solved by the regular Democrats was 
still the suppression of the negro vote; but 
the negroes had new allies, worked for dif- 
ferent aims, and left their oppressors with- 
out any of the pretenses by which their con- 
duct has hitherto been justified, or at least 
excused. There was no longer arly combi- 
nation between negroes and Northern whites, 
and not essentially acombination of negroes 
and] *‘scalawags,” which is the slang of 
the section for Southern white Republicans. 
The negroes practically abandoned - their 
own claim todirect representation in local 
government by nominating native white 
Democrats, and ex-Confederates at that, for 
local ‘offices, Mr. FarrFax, a negro candi- 
date for Congress, being the only one of his 
race who was prominently concerned in the 
¢e , 
It might be supposed that this would be a 
successful experiment. It was a very in- 
teresting and a promising one. It showed 
the possession of political sagacity, with- 
in its sphere, of a sufficiently high 
‘order. It was exactly what their South- 
ern critics, and a good many Northern 
ones, have always insisted. was .im- 
possible with the negroes, an abandon- 
ment of everything like clannishness, a 
willingness, to .aceept white leaders, a 
shrewd subordination of mere partisanship 
, to larger interests; in a word, genuine po- 
‘litieal self-control. We should say that-such 
an incident ought to delight the heart of 
Mr. Hayes. If he could have cited its suc- 
cess as due to his policy, it would have been 
_astrong point, the first and only one, ‘so 


line, to associate the two races in a healthy 
and practical political partnership, and to 
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‘has built: itself a lasting monu-. 


‘themselves and each other, when they recol- 





been. It will help to.open the eyes of the 
country to the real character of the mean 
the Democratic Party ‘owes the degree 0 
power it has already obtained, and by which 
it seeks to control all branches .of, the 
ment may not—probably «will not—be. 
without its fruits in Louisiana, and possi- 


bly in other Southern States as well. ‘The |’ 


ice is broken,and white Democrats have 
led negro Republicans in a conflict. with 
the “regular” machine. The sense of jus- 


tice, and of self-interest. also, has been | | 


aroused, and the victims of the miserably 
corrupt-and ambitious elique who now rule 
Louisiana with a rod of iron, are not help- 
less and despised black men only, but 
white Democrats, men of property and local 
standing, with interests and political aspira- 
tions of their own... These men cannot but 
see, in the reckless misgovernment of the 
“regulars,” an added incentive to resent 
the persecution and fraud to which they 
and their friends have been subjected. 
Our correspondent points out. that al- 
ready the white residents of the sugar 
districts have quietly .compélied the 
agents of the Nicholls system of fraud and 
violence to behave themselves in those dis- 
tricts, because, if they did not, business in- 
terests of great magnitude would be ruined, 
The same motive, though not so strong or 
so obvious, exists in the rest of the State, 
and must make itself felt. The local quarrel 
in New-Orleans was an instance of its force. 
Corruption in the body politic, as in the hu- 
man body, will work its own cure, sooner 


itis dow Oak ai 
INSURANCE AND THE LATE FIRES. 

The immediate effect upon the fire insn- 
rance companies of the two great fires 
which have recently occurred in this City 
will be a lessening by a. large amount of 
their financial resources at a time when 
they can ill-afford to spare a single dollar 
oftheir assets. As the merchants and 
property-owners who suffered loss in the 
fires of Tuesday and Friday nights were, 
with hardly an exception, well protected by 
insurance policies, the companies that stood 
behind them are [to-day poorer by at least 
$3,500,000 than they’ were on the Ist day 
of January. The risks were well distribu- 
ted, and hence the loss does not fall with 
overpowering force on any one corporation. 
Contributions to the amount of several hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars will have to 
be made by the underwriters of Hartford, 
Boston, and Philadelphia, while the 
insurance companies of England, 
Germany, and France that have 
agencies here will ‘have. to. pay 
as their share not less than $500,000. 
But though corporate insolvency may not 
be the result of these fires, ds it was of the 
far greater conflagrations in Chicago and 
Boston, the underwriters see swept out of 
their coffers in the first half-month of the new 
year a sum sufficient to represent the 
larger part of their earnings during the 
whole of last year. How is this to be re- 
placed? Thisisa question which the officers 
of insurance companies cannot fail to ask 


lect how hard it has been to pay ordinary 
running expenses and every-day losses out 
of the premiums that have been received 
for some time past. If the insurance busi- 
ness throughout the country is to be carried 
on as it has been for the last three years, it 
is safe to say that the money that ‘the com- 
panies are now called upon to pay out will 
never be returned to them. In order to get 
back what has been lost, a change in the 
present system of doing business will have 
to be made. 

Those whd hold shares in our local fire 
insurance compavies—and the number must 
be large, as $25,000,000 is invested in 
this manner—do not need to be told that, 
since the National Board of Underwriters 
abandoned its active work, the rates of pre- 
mium .all over the country have been 
pressed down by. the underbidding of 
competing companies. “This has forced 
the weaker organizations into. a 
suspension of business, and has deprived 
many of the stronger ones of . profits 
other than those obtained from their in- 
vestments. It is true that in this respect 
the insurance companies have not fared 
differently from corporations and individu- 
als who have been, during the same period, 
engaged in mercantile pursuits. But it 
should be remembered that fire underwrit- 
ing is a peculiarly hazardous occupation, 
and those who risk money in it deserve 
to receive larger returns than are to be ob- 
tained from ordinary investments. If they 
do not, as a rule, get from 10 to 12 per 
cent, per annum onthe par value of their [ 
stock, the chances are that in a seriesof 
years they will be out of pocket, for every 
now and then a sweeping fire compels the. 
shareholders to make good an impairment 
in capital, if, indeed, it does not absorb all 
the assets of their company. Now, during 


though at the same time no fires of notable | 


hite | magnitude have occurred. With the open- | is 
-| ing of this year, however, we seem to be | 


entering upon an era of 


_| to any inconvenience, and there is searcely 


| business in this country have been consider- 
ably below the point mentioned above, al- | is re 
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cents., the reduction being 25 per cent. 
from the interest rate, and 49 per cent. 
from the principal. The debt now stands at 
$1,785,000 of those bonds, which are in 
default since last May, and a new proposi- 
tion comes up to reduce the interest to 2 
per cent, for the next ten years, to 3 per 
cent, for the following ten,.and to 4 per 
eent. for the remaining seven’ years before 
the maturity of the bonds; the alternative 
hinted at is the abolition of the city itself, 
in the technical sense, by the repeal of its 
charter. The bonds of Mobile are quoted 
nominally here at 25, as are those of Mem- 
phis, where the same expedient for pro- 
curing financial relief has lately been. pro- 
posed. Besides the seven Southern States 
which may be said to have no. financial 
standing, there are nine Southern cities, 
some of whose bonds are quoted at 60 or 
below, and seven whose bonds are at or un- 
der 50. 

Afew years ago, one of those peculiar 
“ cities,” which exist more on paper than 
in any other place, having ceased to derive 
satisfaction from the debt by which it had 

a future growth that remained 
fature, sought to dispose of the trouble by 
the original expedient of moving the city 
itself over its existing boundaries, to a new 
spot on the prairie; when other sities, too 
large to be physically moved, contemplate 
destroying their identity and expunging 
their debts by a legal fiction, it becomes as 
idle to discuss the equity as the legality of 
the scheme. The United States» Supreme 
Court—as shown in the very recent decision 
thata city cannot tax its own bonds in the 
hands of holders, because in borrowing 
sovereignties but come down to the level 
of individuals—has not been slack to up- 
hold the rights of bondholders; but it is 
idle to urge that.a contract cannot be abro- 
gated by subsequently repealing a charter. 
The counsel of an imprisoned debtor once 
reiterated the assurance that he could not 
be putin jail upon the existing state of 
facts, whereupon the other, with some 
warmth, insisted that nevertheless he was 
in jail. We have already shown, in ex- 
haustive reviews of the subject of remedies 
for public creditors, that there is practically 
no way. of enforcing their rights to the ex- 
tent of getting the money. Municipal cor- 
porations are not liable to punishment ; 
their revenues are, exempt from seizure, 
either in the Treasury or in transit to it ;. in 
some States, their private property—that is, 
such as is held for profit and notfor public 
trusts or uses—is liable to, execution, but in 
fact they have no property of such a sort. 
If recusant, there is no course but to over- 
come their recusance and make them raise 
the money by tax; for this there is no re- 
course except the barren one of a manda- 
mus or order, which the Supreme Court will 
grant as often as the creditor desires. As 
for sending officers to make a levy, or per- 
mitting private property to be touclied, the 
court has repeatedly declined to do either. 
If the public body does not pay, the courts 
will order it to pay ; if it will not. do so then, 
why, it need not. — 

This is simply the fact of the case, and it 
is not easy to. see why any city should take 
the trouble to gét its charter repealed in 


is not collectible. Aside from the matter 
of the amount and character of the original 
debt, the real obstacles to the payment of 
the amount to which the Southern debts have 
been, or might be, reduced are two: a very 
bungling revenue arrangement—such as we 
have recently pointed out in the case of 

@ rooted unwillingness to be- 
taxed.. The rate which is to be imposed is 
understood to be what can be collected, and 
what can be collected is understood to be 
what the people are perfectly willing to pay. 
Reducing the tax rate is considered to be 


| grinding out ot the poverty of our people | 





order to throw off a debt which, practically, | 


satisfaction of their claims ;” but it is | 
stra public officials defer to the 


process, gradual one, for the easy 
desvent into avernus is always down a ladder 
of short.steps, never by a plunge; but if 
the plunge had to be contemplated at first, 
it might deter from taking it. 


—_ 
THE BOARD OF NAVAL ASSISTANTS. 

Just before the holiday recess, Mr. Harris 
introduced into the House, with the sanc- 
tion of the Naval Committee, a bill to create 
a Board of Naval Assistante—a measure of 
almost as grave importance to the future of 
the Navy as the Burnside bill is to the 
future of the Army. There is much to be 
said against this project, and no doubt it 
will all be said, and said strongly, by those 
whose powers and privileges would be cur- 
tailed or superseded. The faults of such 
a board would, like its merits, somewhat 
resemble those of a Board of Admiralty ; 
but despite its manifest drawbacks, and 
despite the unusually good bureau service 
which happens now to exist, we think the 
project well worth consideration. 

Mr. Harris’ present bill is substantially 
the ‘same as the one framed by that 
Congressman and reported at the last ses- 
sion. It has now, however, been amended 
by the comuuttee, apparently with a view to 
disarm opposition, rather than with the hope 
of making it in all respects such a bill asthe 
committee would like to report. Certainly, 
the sum of three millions, which last April’s 
bill proposed to devote annually to the con- 
struction of vessels, was not extravagant, 
in view of the low condition to which Con- 
gress has suffered the Navy to dwindle ; but 
it has now doubtless been considered a less 
revolutionary proposition to rely, instead, 
on such annual contributions to the con- 
struction fund as Congress may see fit to 
make. The main feature of the bill remains, 
namely, the appointment of a board which 
shall hereafter substantially take charge of 
the building and altering of vessels and en- 
gines for the Navy, and of armament and 
equipment. ,"That some such authority is 
sorely needed the history of the past twenty 
years furnishes ample evidence ; it is not too 
much to say that had it always existed, and 
been properly constituted, the scandals 
which have hung about the department 
as far back almost as the outbreak of 
the war for. secession, would have 
been spared to the country, while thé 
Navy would have had something’ to show 
for its scores of ‘ squandered millions. 
While in form the present bill and its 
predecessor of the last session are new, they 
are not entirely novel in substance. A 
Board of Navy Commissioners existed very 
Many years ago, and performed much 
service. Its leanings, however, were 80 
strongly to the side of retrenchment, close 
accountability, and the rigorous saving of 
candle-ends, that it become rather unpopu- 
lar. Itis singular at this day to imagine 
even the existence of such a governmental 
board ; but it flourished in times when there 
was’ no public debt, and when the oily 
resource for an overburdened Treasury was 
a division of surplus money among the 
States. Naturally, it became the object of 
criticism, precisely as any such board will 
become. In fact, the very multiplicity of 
minor details to which it gave its attention 
eventually caused it to be a clog to the 
easy working of the service, so that it fell 
under the aggregated weight of its own 
minute and manifold labors. 

In the year 1842 the board was abolish- 
ed, and the bureau system took its place. 
There is little question that the latter was 
called for, but experience under both might 
have spared the old board from utter ex- 
tinction, and simply have distributed, its 
routine details to bureaus. Twenty years 
later, when the war had broken ‘out, and 
every nerve was strained to improvise 
great Navy, the bureau system was enlarged 
and changed to meet the new conditions, 
and, as with most things so magnified, its. 
defects became apparent: Howéver, at 
that time, unstinted appropriations fur-. 


criticising, and even less disposition to do 
so, when the Navy proved almost uniformly 
successful and of enormous value. The-Sec- 
retary,-also, was then fortunate in possess- | 
ing as his assistant Mr. G. V. Fox, a man 


of extraordinary execative ability, who { 


triumphed over many defects of system. 
But before the war had ended, and notably 
as soon asit was ended, the revelations of} 


= 


| tons upon tons of costly machinery only fit’ 

for the serap-heap, to which a good part: ‘of: 

g | it went, told year after year of the defective. 
; 





twice aslarge as the Admiralty Board, it 
would also be open to a possibly hampering 


scope for operation. 
——ESEEEEEeEeeeeee, 
People who have faith in the pyblished 


theories and. opinions of physicians must be kept, 


cannot be continued without serious, perliaps fatal, 
consequences, Articles of food that have been es- 
teemed very healthful are pronounced a fertile cause 
of disease, and are to be shunned asdeadly. The 
latest alleged discovery of this kind is that the unof- 
fending potato begets diphtheria. Several physi- 
clans of some local repute in the West have endeav- 
ored to sustain this theury, showing, however, more 
ingenuitythan judgment thereby. All that is clearly 
shown is that some persons who eat potatoes have 
diphtheria, which is credible enough, since everybody 
eats potatoes. Some time agoit wasclaimed, on medi- 
eal authority, that tomatoes generate cancer, and it 
has been asserted that grapes beget rheumatism. We 
ean hardly think of any sort of diet which has not 
been declared very injurious some time by some- 
body. We expect every day to hear that fresh air is 


According to physicians, taken as a body, nothing is 
quite safe. One tells you that to be entirely healthy 
you must pursue this course; another tells you that 
just such a course will destroy you. Among such a 

of contradictory counselors the best rule 
1s to listen to all, and obey your own common sense. 


The. project proposed sometime since. in 
Great Britain by leading Jews of the country to buy 
Palestine is sald to have peen completed. The 
RoTHSCHILDS, MonrazrioREs, and other prominent 
and wealthy financiers have entire confidence, it is 
reported, in the success of the undertaking, and are 
moving energetically toward its early achievement. 
The Secretary of the assoelation formed for the pur- 
pose, who is, by the by, a Christian in creed, says 
that the Jews of the whole world seem to be in sym- 
pathy with the plan, and will do their utmost, indl- 
vidually and collectively, to further it. Those fa- 
miliar with Palestine will nov regard it as specially 
desirable, for its main featares are not 
tractive. 
than 146 mfles long and-45 miles broad, on an a 
age—and ought to be bought cheap. The plain of 
Philistia is its best part, the soil of rich brown 
loam, without & stoné. ’ pre fas’ always 
been, a vast grain-field—an ocean of wheat without 
a break or fence. Its extraordinary fertility is 
shown by the fact thatit has produced the same 





without artificial aid. Many tourists have such num- 
berless associations with Palestine that they have 
idealized it prodigiously ; but to a man who views it 
without bias it is a dreary, disagreeable land, its un- 
dulating surface, rounded hills separated by narrow 
glens, and its crevasses striking the eye monotonous- 
ly and unpleasantly. So much has been said for 
generations of the Jews regaining possession of Je- 
rusalem, that it is agreeable to think that they are 
likely to do so at last. They certainly deserve Jeru- 
salem. 


Sern tines: _ccnneeiiaeneememnen 

Americans are apt to think that they are 
recognized everywhere abroad, as they easily may 
be, by their pronounced and well-nigh unmistakable 
traits. Their opinion is correct, too, so faras most 
beaten routes of travel and many of the large cities 
are concerned. But in not a few of these the Amer- 
jean is likely to be confounded with the Englishman, 
who stands for any and.ali who speax the English 
tongue. In Rimini, Cesena, Forli, Bergamo, Ur- 
bino, Velletri; Volterra, and other Italian towns, 
every ig presumed to be an Englishman, 
if. his raee be known atall. So it is in out-of-the 
way places in Germany and Austria and in various 
quarters of the East. But at any number of villages, 
and even in considerable towns off direct lines in 
France, Spain, Russia, and the Levant, neither 
America nor Americans have ever been heard of. 
Where they have bepn heard of nothing is known, 
often, of their form of government, their history, 
customs, or language, which is likely to be thought 
Spanish. The average Continental European is 
prone to regard the United Statds and all North and 
South America as the same, without any notion of 
their éxtent.. He is prone to consider Boston an 
outlying suburb of Buenos Ayres; the City of Mexico 
as & ward of New-York; Rio and Philadelphia on 
opposite sides of some river; Vera Cruz the capital 
ot Milwaukee, and Chicago and Quito in the same 


States, but when he goes abroad he will find that 
but small portion of the globe is acquainted with 


his habitat. 
Prices at hotels in our large cities are gener- 
ally, considering their accommodations, such as few 
reasonable men should object to, although the many 
have to pay at houses on the American plan for 
a good deal which the few get and they do not want. 
: all the’ hotels—the 
ebarge for fires—is undeniably disproportioned to 
other rates, and may, indeed, be called exorbitant. 
‘The usual price, to transient customers, is $1 a day. 
A ton of coal seils ordinarily for about $5, and « 
bushel—there are about 100 bushels to a ton—com- 
baa ys mand 
manner of managing, or mismanaging, at most 
hotels is as peculiar as it is unsatisfactory. The 
occupant of a room, having neither poker nor coal at 


"| hand, is foreed to ring his bell more than onee when 
| | he wants the fire replenished or improved. “Genes 


ally, it takes time and taxes patience to get the fire- 


had hed s good fire all ap sad far, tovo the night. 
As ® rule, men who have rooms alone at an inn do 


y 


Ovi] | Rot have fires six hours a day. Some of the hotels | 
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very at 
It is not an extensive country—not nox | 


succession of crops year after year for 40 centuries |’ 


along with Lamarting, ARaGo, and other Liberals; 
every advance of the usurper toward supreme power, 


and fied from France at the date of the coup d'état, 





4 TRIBUTE TO THE BLACK MAN. 
—_—»—— 
WHAT A DEMOCRATIC PAPER SAYS—BEAU- 
FORT COUNTY AS PROSPEROUS AS ANT 
IN SOUTH CAROLINA, NOTWITHSTANDING 
ITS COLORED MAJORITY—SMALLS’ GREAI 
INFLUENCE WITH. HIS RACE, 
Wasuineton, Jan. 19.—The following tribute 


to the black men of Beaufort County, South Caro 
Muna, from a recent issue of the Beaufort. 7ridune, 2 


orators in the North. in a leading editorial the Tré 
dune, says: 





of the evening were Mme. Teresa Carreno and M: 
Reményi as instrumentalists, and the vocalists were 
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